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The aim of the Indian Green Building Coun
is 1o achieve one billion sq it of green space by
2012, How do you intend to achieve this?

My mission as Chairman of the IGBC is to pro-
duce at least one sq ft of green space per every
Indian, thus the target is one billion sq ft of
green space by 2012. For this purpose, me and
my team members are going around India,
spreading awareness among students, profes-
sionals; builders and developers, and reques
ing them to add to the kitty of India's green
building footprint.

What we have been able to achieve is 270 mil-
lion sq ft 1ill now. We should reach 300 million in
next few months and by the end of 2012 we
should reach the mark.

How do you intend (o ensure participation of
more AEC professionals in this mission?

First, our team members teach the AEC profes-
sionals and sludents about the importance of
green. [ teach at the School of Planning & Archi-
tecture (SPA), New Delhi.

Tower perspective: GreenSpaces

'Govt should recognise buildings
consuming lesser energy"

Dr P C Jain, Chairman, Indian Green Building Council,
and CMD, Spectral Services, elaborates on the country’s
green agenda while talking to Renu Rajaram

Second, we conduct the Green Building Con-
gress every year. The Congress is on a city-to-
city tour. And in each city, the participants
including students, architects, and other profes-
sionals, altend the Congress widening their
knowledge on green concepts. They become
enthusiastic about carrying the green parame-
ters forward. Many schools are also invited to
participate in the competitions organised

Once in six months we conduct workshop on
sustainable architecture for students.

What i tive shall come from the Govern-
ment to make this movement successiul?

The Government should have measures that are
transparent. The IGBC can p:
the Government has not recognised IGBC. We
are hoping thatwe can prevail upon the Govern-

vide them. But

ment by hovering through the government
buildings and converting the existing govern-
ment buildings into green buildings. We have
got ESCos (Energy Service Companies), which
would invest money to make these buile
green. Eventually the Government, seeing the
advantages of green buildings, is likely to bend
bars and take some resolutions.

ings

Is it necessary to imbibe few green laws for
construction?

Not really, in my opinien they should be partic-
ular to imbibe the Energy Conservation Build-
ing Code (ECBC) and some can be better built
with initiatives like green certification. We do
not need green rules or laws as such. The Gov.
ernment should recognise buildings consuming
lesser energy or having greener footprint. This
can, perhaps, be promoted by the Government
by granting benefits like lower property tax,
lower tariff for power and so on, based on the
performance of the building

Every builder needs to follow the ECBC, which
came into existence in July 2007, implied by the
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GreenSpaces entry drop-off in the east
Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE). This is a
prime-ministerial initiative. Now it is only rec-
ommendatory. But by next year we are trying to
make it mandatory. Every building should com-
ply with the ECBC. This becomes the pre-requi-
site. The green building concept starts from
there. But if the energy consumption is meeting
ECBCand above, may be 10 percent, 20 percent
or 30 percent more efficient, then we give green
ratings for the buildings. It is expected that the
ECBC will be mandatory by 2009 and going
green in next three to four years.

How do we meet the growing demand for
green building material, equipment and build-
ing services?

This was among the major problems faced and
discussed by many architects at the last Con-
gress. Yes, it is true that one of our roadblocks
has been non-availability of green material in
the country. By green we mean that the product
should have very low embedded energy in the
manufacturing stage and should be recyclable.
Now the only such products available in the
Indian markel are flooring & ceiling material,
carpets, and few non-VOC paints. We need
many products in steel, wood, cement and so on,
which are not yet available in India,

At the exhibitions organised by the IGBC, we
invite many foreign producers, which also
attract local manufacturers and prompt them to
make the green material locally. But still the
growth is very low,

The production cost is very high since we
depend on other countries for equipment to
manufacture green building material. Eventu-
ally, in the next few years, it could be manufac-
tured in [ndia. Then automatically the availabil-
ity of green products will increase and thus
'green’ may not cost more.

Are you planning for any kind of certification
for the products as well?

Not by the IGBC. The Government will certify.
Similar to the star rating given to window air-
conditioners, certification will be awarded to
better products.

Most of the buildings that are cerlified are
commercial ones. What about the concept
seeping in other areas such as residential, hos-
pitality and education?

We started our IGBC Green Home Programme
in May 2008 and already have 90 million sq ft of
green homes. So it is not only confined to the
commercial buildings,

There are several hospitals in India like Wock-
hardt, which want all their buildings to be
green. There are many Indian schools, which
have opted for green buildings

‘What are the measures taken by the IGBC to
bring into the stream more institutions and
industries?

‘We are working on the IGBC Green School Pro-
gramme and IGBC Green Industry Programme.
The guidelines for the same would be ready by
2009 and be made available to the people by
2010,

What are your plans to advance the Govers
ment too towards your aim?

The Government now cares for green buildings
The Central Public Works Department (CPWD)
has approached agencies for refurbishing their
buildings to green ones. We are working with
them and ESCos are helping the CPWD in con-
verting existing buildings into green buildings.
ESCos [inance the project and already four gov-
ernment organisations have approached the
IGBC for support, including the Ministry of
External Affairs, New Delhi. Refurbishment of
their building is halfway through. Then there
are three other state buildings that have
approached us, and the designs for them are on
our drawing board

‘What about the mushrooming townships?

The USGEC has their Neighbourhood Develop-
ment Programme for large-scale projects. This
can be applied to India with some modification.
This may be called as the [GBC Green City Pro-
gramme, The groundwork for the programme is
in fairly advanced stage. [ believe that by June
2009 we will announce the IGBC Green City
Programme.

All the new townships will have the option to
become a green city. We will be looking at 60 or
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70 buildings in a city. It would be macro scale
assessment for the entire township. We put con-
criteria like
water & waste-

trols or norms based on certain

power & water consumption,

water management and all these will be incor-
sorated in the programme. Every architect and
builder working on th.

would

township project

follow these norms. We provide the guidelines.

‘What are your current pr
We would F

cls in preparation?
rst announce the pilot programme

for the IGBC Green City, IGBC Green Industry
and IGBC Green School Programmes, subse-
quent to discussing the same with AEC profes-

sionals and builders followed by a jaint session

with stakeholders. Later it may become a regu
lar manual. All the three programmes are in the

pipeline.

Tell us about LEED 2009?%

The US is coming up with LEED
also known as LEED 2009. At present they are
following LEE t.

In India, we follow the earlier version i.e., the
LEED 1.0 programme. We have a long way to go
to adopt LEED 3.0. W the LEED
2.2 to get there, It may take one year to reach
LEED 2.2 and by 2011 we may adopt LEED 3.0.
We have to talk with the USGBC before adopt
ing it. No official communication has come ye
regarding LEED 3.0.

will have to

3.0, which is

2.2, which is a 2007 prod

e ta jum

Once it is approved, we

work on adopting the norms and

making it suitable for Indian conditions

rnt that the LEED AP tests will be ¢
ducted in

n-

ndia soon. How do you plan to go
about it?

By early 2009 either the C AP or
test will be available in the countr
tion of the IGBC AP has to be cleared by the
USGBC. IGBC AP for
approval and in case it is not approved, we will
go for the LEED AP offered by the USGBC. The

D AP
Introduc

They will review the

Welcome to
Silent Square...

test will be available online. It may take another
ree to four months to introduce it in India

We will be for the LEED AP /
IGBC AP exams through conducting workshops

giving training

at different places throughout the year, which
would teach basics about LEED and the system.
Then a briefing or
The LEED AP ¢
USGBC and IGE

the manual would be given.

tification would be from the
BC AP certification from IGBC

Are you satisiied with the pace of growth in the
green movement in India?
Not at all

ve could do much more, We
should have reached far more than what we

. I'wish

have been able to do... more because of the

slowdown. We hape to start a new chapter in

Kochi in the later 9. In the

part of January
esent state of recession, nobody wants to talk
out of consolidation and sur-
nonths it will change
We are number two worldwi

ut building

vival, May be in next six

e in terms of green

tootprint - those registered and going to become

green. We are behind #

But it is not good enough.

nerica in this respect.

What is your take on the present run for iconic
buildings?

In my opinion, a building should be something
nter. Not tall

buildings, which are termed as iconic. The

that you feel happy t
fatter

bigger or
most energy-efficient building would be the
most iconic too

What is your advise lo young architects?
Adopt green measures. Take less from earth and
give back more. Architects should work towards
healthy juvenating
In arder to promote our heritage

creating a livable and

waorle

tecture we need to go back to our roots.

Tell us about your favourile project?
My favourite is GreenSpaces coming up at

Faridabad near Delhi
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